Houser's  regular  hours   at Kirby were  from 7  o'clock,  in  the
morning  to   3:30 p.m.  with a half  hour  off   for   lunch.     On  some
occasions,   the  truck drivers would use the loader at the mine  to
load their  trucks  and  the loader  at Kirby to clear  an area  to
unload.     This  happened  when they  started early and worked beyond
the Northwestern1s  employees regular working  hours.

6.    There  is  a  sharp conflict  in  the testimony on  the
question of  whether Houser did a  satisfactory  job while  he was
assigned to the Kirby  load-out area.     I generally accept the
testimony of Roger Sprague,  Houser's   immediate supervisor,   and
Thomas C.  Anderson,  an  independent contractor  hired by the
respondent to haul coal  from the mine  to Kirby during  the period
involved here.     The main thrust of  this testimony was  that  Houser
was not always present when the trucks pulled  in to unload which
caused the drivers to wait for him to show up   CTr.   at  319).
Sprague testified that  he received complaints about this  from

the truck drivers.    Monte  Steffans  testified that he  also found
the complainant was  absent from the  load-out  site when he was
supposed to be there   CTr.   at 221,   222).    Anderson testified that
after Meisinger  replaced Houser at the Kirby  site,   those problems
no longer  occurred.     However,  he did  admit that they changed the
unloading  area to a better  site  for  their purposes   <Tr.   at  319).
Sprague also testified  that the  loader was not maintained
properly by Houser,   that rail cars were overloaded,   and Houser
objected to using  a  smaller,   substitute loader when the  larger
machine was not operating due to the engine being  repaired   (Tr.
at  228) .

7.    After  Houser   had worked at  the load-out facility  for
approximately two to  three months,   he was  transferred back to the
mine  to work as  lead  man during  the  night  shift.     Houser  operated
the loader  and Allen  operated the  crusher.     The  transfer  occurred
when Meisinger was   involved  in  an  automobile accident  and was
sent to the Kirby  load-out area which was  considered to be  an
easier  job.     In April   of   1982,   the  night shift was  suspended  and
Houser was  transferred to the day  shift  (Tr.   at  45-48).     During
this period,  Henning  continued to operate  the dozer  removing
overburden and breaking up the coal   (Tr.  at 49).     Houser  loaded
the coal  in the crusher and,  after   it was crushedr   into the
trucks hauling  to Kirby   (Tr.   at  50).    Allen operated the crusher
and occasionally traded off with Houser on the  loader.     Heeter
was the utility man  and Householder was a laborer,

8.    In the spring of  1982,  Houser expressed  concern  to
Sprague about the dusty conditions  at the mine  (Tr.   at  56).

1801load.     Hauling of  coal commenced early  in  the morning and
